
SHRI PRAN SABHARWAL

 Shri Pran Sabharwal is the Director and Chief Executive of the Board of National 
Theatre Arts Society (NTAS) who is known for his contribution in Theaters.

2. Born on 9  December, 1930, Shri Sabharwal received his Bachelor of Arts degree from th

the University of Punjab in 1953. His theatre group NTAS emerged in 1953. Being an 'A' Class 
Radio and Doordarshan Drama artist since 1952, he participated in 500 Radio and National 
AIR Plays, T.V. films, plays, serials, three National Award winning Punjabi films and many 
"Light and Sound" shows of Central and State Governments. He also won praise for 
participation in about five thousand stage events as drama actor and one-man humourous 
performer in value-based shows of Central, State Governments and public during 70 years of 
his continuous theatre activity. Besides, he imparted theatre training to over 2500 youths.

3. Shri  Sabharwal created "Speech Drama & Music Department" in Punjab University 
Patiala in 1967, where he served as faculty member for teaching acting for 3 years. The 
department was renamed as "Theatre and Television Department", where he remained a 
guiding force as "Fellow" of the department till 2017.

4. Shri Sabharwal shifted to Patiala in 1962 and continued organising 2-day theatre 
festivals on each Independence and Republic Day every year till 1988 completing 50 annual 
theatre festivals. Shri Sabharwal alongwith his artist wife Smt. Sunita Sabharwal arranged 
World Theatre tour in association with World Punjabi Associations, Ministry of Culture 
Government of India and I.C.C.R. They visited Canada, USA, UK, Paris, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Norway, Singapore and Malaysia and strengthened cultural ties 
with them by organizing meetings, performances and photo exhibitions.

5. Shri Sabharwal received worldwide recognition for producing two episode T.V. 
documentary film "Rang Lok Di Gatha" depicting history of Punjabi Theatre  movement, 
interviews with living legends and their creations. He got praise for his  producing "Ahinsa 
Parmo Dharma", a play in Sanskrit language, staging at 8 places in the state; producing and 
widely staging "Punjabi Bal Ramayan", a Punjabi play, written by Sunita Sabharwal, 
launching "Monthly Garden Theatre movement", which completed 22 years covering 258 
continuous Monthly Natak Melas.

6. Shri Sabharwal is the recipient of numerous awards like Punjab Government's highest 
Shiromani Natakkar Award 2015, Punjab Government State Award Parman Patra - 2022, two 
times Independence Day and one time Republic Day Parman Patra Awards. He received 
"Hungary International Cultural Award of Honour 1990" from National Institute of Music and 
Drama Budapest (Hungary); "Indo- Norway, Amity Award 91" from Indian Welfare Society 
OSLO (Norway), "Pride of Punjab Award 2017 at World Punjabi Conference Pune; "Canada - 
Punjabi Brotherhood Award of Honour 97" Ottawa (Canada); Patiala Rattan Award by Punjab 
Governor 2000; "Life Time Achievement Award by Prasar Bharti Akashvani 2014.

Padma Shri

53



Jh çk.k l jokyHk

 HkJh çk.k l joky cksMZ v‚Q us'kuy fFk,Vj vkV~lZ lkslkbVh ¼,u Vh , ,l½ ds funs'kd vkSj eq[; dk;Zdkjh 
vfèkdkjh gSa] ftUgsa fFk,Vj esa muds ;ksxnku ds fy, tkuk tkrk gSA

2 ] ] Hk-  9 fnlacj  1930 dks tUes  Jh l joky us 1953 esa iatkc foÜofo|ky; ls dyk Lukrd dh fMxzh çkIr dhA 
mudk fFk,Vj xzqi ,uVh,,l 1953 esa vfLrRo esa vk;kA 1952 ls *,* Js.kh ds jsfM;ks vkSj nwjn'kZu ukVd dykdkj gksus 
ds ukrs] mUgksaus 500 jsfM;ks vkSj jk"Vªh; vkdk'kok.kh ukVdksa] Vhoh fQYeksa] ukVdksa] èkkjkokfgdksa] rhu jk"Vªh; iqjLdkj 
fotsrk iatkch fQYeksa vkSj dsaæ o jkT; ljdkjksa ds dÃ ÞykbV ,aM lkmaMÞ 'kks esa fgLlk fy;kA viuh 70 o"kks± dh 
vuojr fFk;sVj ;k=k ds nkSjku mUgksaus dsaæ] jkT; ljdkjksa ds KkuoèkZd 'kks esa ukVî vfHkusrk vkSj ou&eSu gkL; 
dykdkj ds :i esa djhc ikap gtkj eaph; dk;ZØeksa esa fgLlk ysus ds fy, ç'kalk vÆtr dhA blds vykok] mUgksaus 
2500 ls vfèkd ;qokvksa dks fFk,Vj dk çf'k{k.k fn;kA

3 Hk-  Jh  l joky us 1967 esa iatkc foÜofo|ky; ifV;kyk esa ÞHkk"k.k] ukVd vkSj laxhr foHkkxÞ LFkkfir fd;k] 
tgka mUgksaus 3 o"kks± rd vfHku; fl[kkus ds fy, ladk; lnL; ds :i esa dk;Z fd;kA foHkkx dk uke cnydj ÞfFk,Vj 
vkSj Vsyhfotu foHkkxÞ dj fn;k x;k] tgka og 2017 rd foHkkx ds ÞQsyksÞ ds :i esa ekxZn'kZu djrs jgsA

4 Hk-  Jh l joky 1962 esa ifV;kyk pys x, vkSj 1988 rd gj lky çR;sd Lora=rk vkSj x.kra= fnol ij 2 
fnolh; fFk,Vj mRlo dk vk;kstu djrs jgs vkSj 50 okÆ"kd fFk,Vj mRlo iwjs fd,A Jh lcjoky us viuh dykdkj 
iRuh Jherh lquhrk lcjoky ds lkFk foÜo iatkch la?kksa] laL—fr ea=ky;] Hkkjr ljdkj vkSj vkÃlhlhvkj ds lg;ksx 
ls oYM fFk;sVj Vwj dh O;oLFkk dhA mUgksaus dukMk] vesfjdk] fczVsu] isfjl] gaxjh] psdksLyksokfd;k] iksySaM] u‚osZ] Z
Çlxkiqj vkSj eysf'k;k dk nkSjk fd;k vkSj cSBd] çLrqfr;k vkSj QksVks çn'kZfu;k vk;ksftr djds muds lkFk ¡ ¡
lkaL—frd lacaèkksa dks etcwr fd;kA

5 Hk f-  Jh l joky dks iatkch fFk,Vj vkanksyu ds bfrgkl] thfor 'k [l;rksa ds baVjO;w vkSj mudh jpukvksa dks 
n'kkZus okyh nks ,filksM okyh Vhoh M‚D;wesaVªh fQYe Þjax yksd nh xkFkkÞ ds fuekZ.k ds fy, nqfu;k Hkj esa igpku feyhA 
mUgsa laL—r Hkk"kk ds ukVd ÞvÇglk ijeks èkeZÞ ftldk jkT; esa 8 LFkkuksa ij eapu gqvk( lquhrk lcjoky }kjk fyf[kr 
,d iatkch ukVd] Þiatkch cky jkek;.kÞ ds fuekZ.k vkSj O;kid eapu] ÞeaFkyh xkMZu fFk,Vj ewoesaVÞ vkjaHk djus] 
ftlus yxkrkj 258 ekfld ukVd esyksa ds lkFk 22 lky iwjs dj fy, gSa] ds fy, rkjhQ feyhA

6 Hk-  Jh l joky iatkc ljdkj ds loksZPp f'kjksef.k ukVddkj iqjLdkj 2015] iatkc ljdkj ds jkT; iqjLdkj 
çek.k i= & 2022] nks ckj Lora=rk fnol vkSj ,d ckj x.kra= fnol çek.k i= iqjLdkj tSls dÃ iqjLdkj fey pqds 
gSaA mUgsa us'kuy baLVhVîwV v‚Q E;wftd ,aM Mªkek cqMkisLV ¼gaxjh½ ls Þgaxjh baVjus'kuy dYpjy vokMZ v‚Q v‚uj 
1990Þ( bafM;u osyQs;j lkslkbVh vksLyks ¼u‚osZ½ dh vksj ls ÞbaMks&u‚osZ] ,feVh vokMZ 91Þ] ÞoYMZ iatkch d‚UÝsal iq.ks esa 
çkbM v‚Q iatkc vokMZ 2017( ÞdukMk&iatkch cznjgqM vokMZ v‚Q v‚uj 97Þ vksVkok ¼dukMk½( iatkc jkT;iky }kjk 
2000 esa ifV;kyk j u vokMZ( Þçlkj Hkkjrh vkdk'kok.kh }kjk ykbQ Vkbe vphoesaV iqjLdkj 2014 çkIr gks pqds gSaAÙk
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